The text below originally appeared as an Op-Ed piece in the April
9, 2008 on-line edition of the Globe and Mail.

There are times when it is appropriate to turn the other cheek in the pursuit
of peace, but it is never a good option to turn a hlind eye - to stand mute in
the face of injustice or ignore an act of aggression against the innocent. And
S0 e, the trustees of the Dalai Lama Centre for Peace and Education, feel
compelled to speak up about what is happening in Tibet.

leges in virtually every major capital - centres for tactics and strategy, think
tanks dedicated to pressing an advantage. But there are too few institutions
dedicated to studying and resolving human conflict.

The DLC is dedicated to righting that balance in a unique way, concen-
trating on what the Dalai Lama calls “educating the heart.” He teaches that
if you hope to he a force for peace, you must begin by searching for peace
in your own heart. It is from that peace that we later find

We have hesitated to do so precisely because some

kindness, compassion, patience, even forgiveness.
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organization that is apolitical and secular.

The intent is not to laud one political position over
another. Itistohonour the Dalai Lama’s universal teachings
-inparticular, hisinsistence on nonviolence. We are speaking
out against the use of force and urging the parties to this and other conflicts
to choose dialogue as the first step toward resolution.

QOur objection to what's happening in Tibet is no different than our
dismay at events in Darfur, Afghanistan or Iraq - in each case, we have lost
the peace. We have lost the values that are most fundamental to the Dalai
Lama’s teaching: kindness, compassion, patience, tolerance, nonviolence,
dialogue, mutual understanding.

We established the DLC because we were inspired hy those values and
hy the example set by the man himself. Regardless of how others might char-
acterize his actions, he has been unfailingly patient and perfectly consistent.
He has offered dialogue and urged peace.

That, in this new century, is a commodity that still evades our grasp. The
world is well-armed for war, but poorly prepared for peace. There are war col-

and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, it appears that the
groundwork has been laid. Now would be an opportune
time for ather world leaders to join Mr. Brown in urging
this peaceful course - a moment for U.S. President George
W. Bush, French President Nicholas Sarkozy and Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper to press strongly for dialogue and for peace.

It is a testament to the Dalai Lama’s lifelong teachings that much of
the world is united behind his quest for peace and his hope for his people.
Against overwhelming physical superiority, it is only the force of world
opinion that offers a chance for peaceful resolution.

This is no time for brinksmanship. It is seldom the right moment for
punishments or threats. Itis, rather, a time to say to those perpetuating this
conflict that dialogue is the answer. It is also time to make it clear that we
are watching - that we may forgive, but we will not look away.

Evan Alderson, Victor Chan, Brenda Eaton, James C. Hoggan, Gwyn Morgan,
Martha C. Piper and Thomas E. Rafael are trustees for the Dalai Lama Centre
for Peace and Education. www.dalailamacenter.org

The realization that we are all basically the same human beings who seek happiness and try to avoid suffering is very helpful in
developing a sense of brotherhood and sisterhood; a warm feeling of love and compassion for others. - Dalai Lama

AN

Cbar[otte Gall

I .—
T Pw Quality Prep.,
Spraying &
Fine Finishing
(250) 897-4467

kathryn ingrid hill

Registered Massage Therapist

> ingrys
Massage < '
Craniosacral Therapy
Aromatherapy

%“ngmw
1684 Centenary Dr. Nanaimo
Office: (250) 741-7447 Home: (250) 754-3171

www.EAGLEYEONE.coM A NETWORK OF LIGHT

— Copyright © EAGLEyeONE The Management Group — 2008

AlOA 4%



